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CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 
REF: TOKYO 16002 

SUMMARY. THE ALL IMPORTANT JAPANESE POLITICAL "MOOD" 
HAS SHIFTED MARKEDLY IN THE PAST TEN DAYS. EARLIER 
EXPECTATIONS OF A POSSIBLE SHOWDOWN BETWEEN PRIMIN MIKI 
AND HIS OPPONENTS AND A LIKELY YEAREND DISSOLUTION HAVE 
NOW BEEN REPLACED BY AN APPARENT POLITICAL CEASEFIRE 
WITHIN THE LDP AND THE EXPECTATION OF AN ELECTION NEXT 
SPRING. WHILE THE REASONS FOR THESE CHANGES ARE NOT 
COMPLETELY CLEAR, POLITICIANS ARE ACTING ON THE NEW 
"MOOD." MOST ARE IN FROM THE HUSTINGS AND SOME ARE 
CONTEMPLATING DECEMBER TRIPS ABROAD. AND, RUMORS OF 
IMMINENT OUSTER OF PRIMIN MIKI HAVE DIED DOWN. IT 
APPEARS TO US, HOWEVER, THAT THE BASIC BALANCE AND 
TENSIONS WITHIN THE LDP WHICH BOTH SUPPORT AND THREATEN 
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THE MIKI ADMINISTRATION HAVE NOT ENDED. THEY HAVE 
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SIMPLY BEEN RECOGNIZED ONCE AGAIN AND THE RIVALS 
HAVE AGREED TO POSTPONE THEIR PLANS TEMPORARILY. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING THE PAST TEN DAYS OR SO, THE DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL MOOD APPEARS TO HAVE SHIFTED SIGNIFICANTLY 
AWAY FROM CONFRONTATIONS AMONG LDP RIVALS AND THE 
PROBABILITY OF A YEAREND DISSOLUTION TO ONE OF TEMPORARY 
POLITICAL TRUCE WITHIN THE LDP AND THE LIKLIHOOD OF 

A SPRING 1976 ELECTION. ALTHOUGH LDP-OPPOSITION PARTY 
BATTLES CONTINUE, LDP POLITICIANS HAVE COME IN OFF 
THE HUSTINGS, DIET MISSIONS TO THE US AND ELSEWHERE ARE 
NOW PLANNED, AND ELECTION FEVER HAS SUBSIDED. OUR 
ATTEMPT TO RECONSTRUCT THE BACKGROUND FOR THIS CHANGE 
IN MOOD FOLLOWS. 

2. IN THE DAYS JUST BEFORE PRIMIN MIKI DEPARTED FOR 
RAMBOUILLET, TOP LDP POLITICAL LEADERS HELD ROUND ROBIN 
CONSULTATIONS. IT IS UNCLEAR WHO TOOK WHAT INITIATIVES 
OR PRECISELY WHAT WAS SAID, BUT IT APPEARS THAT A TACIT 
UNDERSTANDING AMONG THE FOLLOWING LINES WAS REACHED. 

IN EXCHANGE FOR A MIKI "PROMISE" NOT TO DISSOLVE THE 
LOWER HOUSE UNTIL SPRING 1976 OR REVIVE CONTROVERSIAL 
INITIATIVES SUCH AS THE ANTI-MONOPOLY BILL, TANAKA AND 
OHIRA, AT LEAST APPEAR TO HAVE GIVEN UP ANY PLANS TO 
TOPPLE MIKI, AND OTHERS, LIKE SHIINA, APPEAR WILLING 

TO SUPPORT MIKI DURING THIS PERIOD. BUT, BECAUSE OF 
THE STRONG RIVALRIES INVOLVED AND THE LACK OF EXPLICIT 
AGREEMENT BY ALL CONCERNED, OBSERVERS HERE CONTINUE 
TO LOOK FOR CONFIRMATION. 

3. IN PARIS NOVEMBER 18 AND IN TOKYO THE FOLLOWING DAY 
PRIMIN MIKI REPEATED THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF 
DISSOLVING THE LOWER HOUSE OR SHUFFLING THE CABINET 
"FOR THE TIME BEING." ALTHOUGH HE HAS REITERATED 
PRECISELY THIS FORMULATION OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS, 
THESE STATEMENTS CAN NOW BE INTEPRETED AS CEMENTING 
HIS PART OF THE BARGAIN. AT THE SAME TIME, MIKI 
APPEARS UNABLE TO TURN HIS CREDITABLE RAMBOUILLET 
PERFORMANCE TO SIGNIFICANT DOMESTIC POLITICAL ADVANTAGE. 
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THIS IS PROBABLY DUE TO UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS BEFORE 
THE CONFERENCE IN THE MINDS OF MOST JAPANESE, CONNECTED 
NO DOUBT TO THE JAPANESE CUSTOM OF HAVING TOP LEADERS 
MEET ONLY TO RATIFY PREVIOUSLY AGREED POLICIES OR 
PLANS. THE ALMOST COMPLETE ABSENCE OF CONCRETE 
AGREEMENTS AT RAMBOUILLET - PARTICULARLY ON TRADE 
(WHICH WOULD HAVE PLEASED BUSINESS INTERESTS) OR ON 
THE NORTH/SOUTH ISSUE (LINKED WITH MIKI PERSONALLY) - 
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HAS MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR MIKI TO CAPITALIZE ON THE 
CONFERENCE. 

4. THE UPSHOT OF ALL THIS IS THAT THE ELECTION "MOOD" 

HAS DISSIPATED MARKEDLY. LDP UNITY HAS PROPORTIONATELY 
INCREASED, REDUCING POSSIBILITIES FOR DISARRAY 
OVER THE CONTEMPLATED 26-DAY DIET EXTENSION (TO 
DECEMBER 20), DIET HANDLING OF THE PRICE HIKE BILLS, OR 
PARTY HANDING OF THE PUBLIC CORPORATION EMPLOYEES' 

STRIKE ISSUE. THE POSSIBILITY OF A DECEMBER 
CABINET SHUFFLE, WHICH SURFACED BRIEFLY. IS NOW BEING 
WRITTEN OFF AND THE ODDS HAVE NOW SHIFTED IN FAVOR OF 
A SPRING 1976 ELECTION (AFTER PASSAGE OF THE BUDGET). 

THERE IS, HOWEVER, STILL SOME POSSIBILITY OF A YEAREND 
ELECTION SHOULD THERE BE UNEXPECTED DEADLOCK IN THE 
DIET OR A SERIES OF STRIKES DEEMED STRONGLY ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
THE LDP. IN THOSE EVENTS, IT IS STILL QUITE CONCEIVABLE 
THAT MIKI WOULD BE ABLE TO SUMMON SUFFICIENT SUPPORT 
TO DISSOLVE THE LOWER HOUSE. 

5. IN SUM, WHAT SEEMS TO HAVE HAPPENED IS THE CONTEST 
BETWEEN MIKI FORCES TO CALL AN ELECTION LIKELY TO CONFIRM 
HIM IN POWER AND ANTI-MIKI FORCES TO TOPPLE AND REPLACE 
HIM (REFTEL) HAS BEEN DEFERRED UNTIL SPRING. IN THE 
MEANTIME, RUMORS OF ANTI-MIKI PLOTS ARE LIKELY TO 
PERSIST, BUT IT SEEMS INCREASINGLY LIKELY THAT MIKI 

WILL CONTINUE UNCHALLENGED, IF SOMEWHAT RESTRICTED, 

FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT FOUR MONTHS OR SO. 

HODGSON 
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